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Here are a few reflection questions adapted from a Greenwillow Books activity sheet that you 

can ask children as you read the book with them: 

1. Read the first page of the story (“He was red”) and ask children what they notice. 

2. Why did everyone expect Red to draw red things? Does it surprise you that no one 

noticed what he was really like? When someone looks like a boy, what do we expect 

him to do? What about someone that looks like a girl? 

3. Pause after the page on which yellow and red try to make an orange that shows up 

green instead. Ask children why this happened. 

4. On the next page, Red’s grandparents speak. Ask children why they think the author 

portrayed the grandparents as small silver and gray crayons. 

5. Pause after reading the opinions under “Everyone seemed to have something to say.” 

Do you agree with everyone’s comments? Why or why not? Have you ever heard 

somebody say these kinds of things about someone else? 

6. After reading “One day, he met a new friend,” ask children how Berry is different from  

everyone else. 

a. What does Berry help the others understand? 

b. Why is this so important? 

7. Until he meets Berry, Red cannot be himself because everyone believes he is different 

than he actually is. Do you make judgments about people based on their appearances? 

Do people make assumptions about you? 

 

Material included : 

● Red, A Crayon’s Story book 

Abstract: Red has a bright red label, but he is, in fact, blue. His teacher tries to help him 
be red (let's draw strawberries!), his mother tries to help him be red by sending him out on 
a playdate with a yellow classmate (go draw a nice orange!), and the scissors try to help 
him be red by snipping his label so that he has room to breathe. But Red is miserable. He 
just can't be red, no matter how hard he tries! Finally, a brand-new friend offers a brand-
new perspective, and Red discovers what readers have known all along. He's blue! 

https://b0f646cfbd7462424f7a-f9758a43fb7c33cc8adda0fd36101899.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com/teaching-guides/TG-9780062252074.pdf

